
Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Milton Parish Council held on 
Monday 28 September 2015 at 7.30pm in the Bowls Pavilion

Present:
JE Coston (JEC) (Chair), D Stirrups (DS) (Vice chair), RJ Farrington (RJF), D Burch (DB), A Bradnam (AB), 
H M Smith (HMS), T Leavens (TL), D Owen (DO), R T Summerfield (RTS)
S Wilkin (SW) (Acting Clerk)
Members of the Public:  2
The Chairman welcomed all those in attendance.

1 Apologies for absence 
G Heaney 

2 Declarations of interest and dispensations:

No declarations received.
3 Public Participation
No members of the public wished to speak.

4 To discuss the County Council street lighting consultation document outlining proposals to turn off / dim some street lights and agree what action to take.
JEC explained that the County Council as part of their ongoing costs propose to dim all street lights.  They also propose to turn off almost 90% of the lights between midnight and 6.00a.m. This will affect 41 Cambridgeshire communities from April 2016 and will save the County £272,000.  

JEC reported that a survey had been placed in the Milton Village View and an online survey had been set up  on “Survey Monkey” to ascertain the views of the village residents to this proposal being a response was made to the County Council on 6 October 2015.
JEC and DS had gone through the responses received and the results were as follows:

Number of responses.

Paper:


124 (34%)

Online 


242 (66%)

TOTAL


366

Not all forms were fully completed so totals for individual questions will be less than 366

Question 1

Do you think the Parish Council should pay to keep lights on that are to be switched off between midnight and 6 am?


Yes 
152 (42.5%)
No 207 (57.5%)

Question 2

Do you think the Parish Council should pay to keep all the lights on fully so that they are not dimmed at all times?


Yes 
95 (26.4%)
No 265 (73.6%)

Question 3

If the decision is not to pay for all the lighting after midnight are there any particular lights that you feel should remain on?

Yes 
138 (40.6%)
No 202 (59.4%)

Question 4

If the decision is not to pay for all the lights to remain on fully and they are therefore to be dimmed at all times are there any particular lights that you feel should not be dimmed?

Yes 
97 (32.1%)
No 235 (67.9%)

Common themes from Question 3 and Question 4 where lights should be left on or dimmed are:
	All on Main roads
	13

	Nearest to Junctions
	16

	Paths between Roads
	43

	Every Other Light
	9

	Bus stops
	3

	Butt Lane and Coles Road
	5

	Cut back trees obscuring existing lights
	7

	Humphries Way
	5


Various residents had also raised issues relating to a possible increase in crime and accidents.

It was noted that approximately one fifth of the households in the village had responded to the survey.
After a lot of discussion and Councillors reviewing paperwork and residents’ comments the Councillors then voted on the questions that had been asked and their results were as follows:

Question 1

Do you think the Parish Council should pay to keep lights on that are to be switched off between midnight and 6 am?      

Yes: 2  No: 7

Question 2

Do you think the Parish Council should pay to keep all the lights on fully so that they are not dimmed at all times? 
    

 Yes: 2  No: 7
Question 3

If the decision is not to pay for all the lighting after midnight are there any particular lights that you feel should remain on?  

 Yes: 2  No: 6        Abstention: 1
Question 4

If the decision is not to pay for all the lights to remain on fully and they are therefore to be dimmed at all times are there any particular lights that you feel should not be dimmed?



    
 Yes: 0  No: 9  


Therefore the Parish Council AGREED that they would not pay to keep on any of the lights that the County Council were proposing to turn off from April 2016.

It was AGREED that JEC and DS would draft an open letter to the County Council which would also be sent to the media.  This letter would state amongst other things that the consensus was that residents of Milton were against having the lights turned off as they were already paying to have the lights switched on through their Council Tax bills.
The survey responses had also highlighted issues:

1. Where “new lights” were being covered by overhanging trees which needed cutting back.  This item was to be investigated with the County Council.

2. What was the position regarding lighting on the approach to the Bridge and the Park and Ride lights.

3. One resident has offered to pay for their own street light to remain on. This resident would be requested to contact the County Council direct.

It was AGREED to find out whether it was possible to have the lights switched on at a later date and if it was possible for Milton PC to review this Autumn/Winter of 2016 and an indication of the likely costs.

Meeting closed at 8.50p.m.
Signed:
……………………….


Date:  ………………………….
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